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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 

Inquiry into General Health Screening of Children at Preprimary and Primary School Level — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [9.17 am]: I move — 

(1) That the Legislative Assembly directs the Education and Health Standing Committee to 
undertake an inquiry into the general health screening of children at preprimary and primary 
school level, and specifically to — 

(a) appraise the adequacy and availability of screening processes for hearing, vision, 
speech, motor-skill difficulties and general health; and 

(b) assess access to appropriate services that address issues identified by an appropriate 
screening process. 

(2) That the member for Bassendean, member for Pilbara and member for Warnbro be co-opted to 
the committee for the purposes of that inquiry. 

(3) That the committee report to the Legislative Assembly by 18 June 2009. 

Mr Speaker, I move this motion at the request of opposition members who were on the Education and Health 
Standing Committee prior to the dissolution of the thirty-seventh Parliament. As I understand it, that committee 
was very near to concluding the inquiry. Members of Parliament with a commitment to that particular inquiry 
have now sought the opportunity to be co-opted in order to assist the new committee conclude the inquiry and 
report to Parliament. I have no problem with that co-option because it is a sign of good cooperation and good 
will between members on both sides of the house. Accordingly, I am very, very happy to move this motion at the 
request of opposition members.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [9.19 am]: The opposition is pleased to support the Leader of the House’s 
motion. The member for Bassendean suggested this avenue to me and I invited him to approach the Leader of 
the House about it. I am very pleased and happy that, in the spirit of bipartisanship that now pervades this place 
and the goodwill among all men and women that I have noted has enveloped this chamber in recent days, we are 
able to proceed with this course of action. It was a good suggestion to co-opt other members to the Education 
and Health Standing Committee because the members for Pilbara, Warnbro and Bassendean were part of the 
committee that previously undertook that inquiry. As I understand it, the committee took a lot of evidence and a 
lot of the people who provided that evidence are awaiting the outcome of the inquiry. As the former Minister for 
Education and Training, I am aware that the subject of general health screening of children at preprimary and 
primary school level is, of course, incredibly important. Therefore, the opposition is pleased to support this 
motion. 

DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville — Minister for Health) [9.20 am]: This appears to be one of those interesting 
exercises in that I was on the Education and Health Standing Committee that helped to establish the inquiry into 
general health screening of children at preprimary and primary school level, and now I will be the minister 
presumably responding to the report. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Yet another conflict of interest! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: This was initiated by the member for Bassendean — 

Mr P. Papalia: Resign now! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Good idea—get out if it! 

This inquiry was initiated by the member for Bassendean and well supported by the rest of the committee. We 
decided to give him a turn. We had had many opportunities to investigate areas of interest to the former 
chairman of the committee, me and other members such as Aboriginal issues, so we finally said it was his turn. 
This was the inquiry that the member for Bassendean wanted. It is an area that I am concerned about as the new 
Minister for Health; therefore, I look forward to a response on this matter and I very much support giving the 
committee the opportunity to conclude its inquiry and present its report. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.21 am]: As a former member of the Education and 
Health Standing Committee considering this issue, I express my support for the course of action that is being 
taken. I, as the member for Darling Range at the time, and the member for Wagin were both members of the 
committee inquiry into general health screening of children at preprimary and primary school level when the 
election was called. We are now both on the government side and in the ministry so we are unable to be on the 
committee. However, I think it is important that the inquiry is completed and a report is tabled; therefore, I am 
very happy to support this motion. 
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Question put and passed. 
 


